
RESOLUTION NO.  08-02-04
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF LAKE PARK URGING MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO ALLOW MUNICIPALITIES TO CONTRACT FOR THE SERVICES OF THE STATE ATTORNEY TO ENFORCE LOCAL ORDINANCES
WHEREAS, legislation was passed (as HB 113A) during the 2003 Special Session “A” of the Florida Legislature that is the implementation of Article V, a 1998 constitutional amendment, that requires the state to fund the county court system; and

WHEREAS, HB 113A prohibits state attorneys from appearing in county courts for the purpose of prosecuting municipal ordinances; and

WHEREAS, HB 113A also prohibits a municipality from contracting with a state attorney for the prosecution of municipal ordinances, and public defenders will not be allowed to represent indigents charged with ordinance violations; and
WHEREAS, HB 113A requires a filing fee of $200.00 for each code or ordinance violation; and
WHEREAS, a number of Florida municipalities currently enforce code enforcement through a citation process, filed through the county court system; and

WHEREAS, many of the fines for those citations are less than half of the proposed $200.00 filing fee, which would make the citation process ineffective for code enforcement purposes; and
WHEREAS, the intent of the Municipal Revenue Sharing hold harmless provision in HB 113A was to not reduce any revenues currently shared with municipalities;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION OF THE 
TOWN OF LAKE PARK, FLORIDA, THAT:

SECTION 1.  The Town of Lake Park urges Governor Jeb Bush and members of the Florida Legislature to support legislation that allows municipalities to contract for the services of the State Attorney to enforce local ordinances; that eliminates the fee schedules for the enforcement of municipal code or ordinance violations; and, that provides a modification of the distribution formula for revenues transferred from the Half-Cent Sales Tax Program to the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for Municipalities.

SECTION 2.  That a copy of this resolution shall be provided to Governor Jeb Bush, Senate President Jim King, House Speaker Johnnie Byrd and members of the Florida Legislature.


SECTION 3.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.


The foregoing Resolution was offered by Commissioner ________________________, who moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by Commissioner _________________, and upon being put to a roll call vote, the vote was as follows.








           AYE

       NAY

MAYOR PAUL W. CASTRO
    
 

    




VICE-MAYOR G. CHUCK BALIUS   


    




COMMISSIONER PAUL GARRETSON
 

    




COMMISSIONER BILL OTTERSON      


    




COMMISSIONER JEANNINE LONGTIN  


    





The Mayor thereupon declared the foregoing Resolution No. 08-02-04 duly passed and adopted this 4th day of February, 2004.         








TOWN OF LAKE PARK, FLORIDA       


ATTEST




BY: 













PAUL W. CASTRO









MAYOR      


______________________________
Approved as to form and legal


CAROL SIMPKINS



sufficiency:


TOWN CLERK








BY: 













THOMAS J. BAIRD
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