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I have a lot to talk about this month, so I’m going to get right to it.
 

First and foremost, even though it has been some time since my kids
graduated, I know that there are many Lake Park families with children who will

be graduating this month. I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the
graduates, and wish them all the best as they take the next step in their journey,

whether it’s going to college, entering a trade school, becoming part of the
workforce, joining the military or anything else.

 
If graduation isn’t in the immediate future for your child (because they are

between the ages of 6 and 12) and you are still looking for something for them
to do this summer, check out Lake Park’s summer camp. There’s a flyer at the

end of this newsletter or you can call 561-881-3338 for more information.
 

If you’re looking for something to do this weekend, I’d like to invite you to help
me celebrate my birthday in a unique way this year. On Saturday, May 4, I will

be starting my birthday off by taking part in the Great American Cleanup. Come
meet me at Town Hall at 9:00 AM to help clean up Lake Park. There will be a

DJ to get the cleaning party started, and free hot dogs and t-shirts for everyone
who participates.

 
On the other end of the event spectrum, Sunset Celebration will take place, as

always, on the last Friday of the month. This month the party moves to its new
home in Kelsey Park, but it will still feature food vendors, a cash bar (including

happy hour pricing), art and craft vendors, and, of course, free admission and
parking. Larry Johnson’s Essence of Motown will be providing the musical

entertainment, so you it’s going to be a great party!
 

And finally, I want to thank Noel Martinez, Kathleen Joy and Corey Saban from
the Palm Beach North Chamber of Commerce for coming to meet with me, the

Town Manager and staff to discuss ongoing collaborations and the continued
growth of our partnership. We were all particularly excited to hear about the

Chamber’s education initiative benefitting Lake Park Elementary School, which
you can read about later in this newsletter.

MAYOR

As the Memorial Day holiday approaches, we remind you to be safe on and

around the water with these boating safety and water-smart practices provided
by the Drowning Prevention Coalition of Palm Beach County:

Equipment Check
Ensure all essential equipment is present, functional, and in good condition by

scheduling a free vessel safety check with local U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary or
U.S. Power Squadrons.

Float Plan
Before heading out, inform someone on shore of your trip itinerary, including

details such as operator and passenger information, boat type and registration,
and onboard communication equipment. 

Weather Monitoring
Check the weather forecast before departure and stay updated throughout the

journey, adhering to local weather advisories.

Situational Awareness
Remain aware of your surroundings at all times to avoid accidents caused by
operator inattention or improper lookout.

Navigation and Speed
Familiarize yourself with the area, adhere to local boating speed regulations,

and maintain a safe speed at all times.

Communication
Equip your boat with multiple functioning communication devices such as VHF
radios and emergency locator beacons for effective communication in case of

emergencies.

Additional Precautions
Supervise activities on the water closely, avoid swimming alone, and always
wear a life jacket. Enjoy the holiday safely, and remember the importance of

drowning prevention!

For more information on water safety lessons and water safety/drowning

prevention education, please visit the Drowning Prevention Coalition’s website
at www.pbcgov.org/dpc or call 561-616-7068. The coalition is funded by the

Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners and the Children’s
Services Council of Palm Beach County and managed by Palm Beach County

Fire Rescue.

 

 

The Palm Beach North Chamber of Commerce’s Palm Beach North Education
Foundation works with schools and students in the Palm Beach North region to

support the educational future of local youth. The Foundation’s Early Readers
Initiative program, which launched last summer, is dedicated to enhancing third-

grade literacy outcomes in order to provide a strong foundation for future
success, provides literacy intervention kits to school classrooms and facilitates

classroom reading sessions with community volunteers. Lake Park Elementary
School was one of the first two schools selected to benefit from this initiative.

Earlier this year, Foundation Board members met with school principal Dr.
Castro and the first grade team to begin the exciting process, and the program

will begin the 2024-2025 school year by hosting volunteer classroom reading
sessions for first grade students. Building upon this early success, efforts are

already underway to place literacy intervention kits in Lake Park Elementary’s
kindergarten and second grade classrooms, as well. We are grateful to the

Palm Beach North Chamber’s dedication to the future of some of our youngest
residents.

No matter how long you’ve been here, or how many hurricanes you have lived
through, one can never be too safe during the hurricane season. The forecast

for 2024 shows a highly active season with the potential for several named
storms and hurricanes. There is no need to worry, but there is always a need to

prepare. And it is never too soon! Although the height of hurricane season is in
September, hurricane season begins June 1, which is right around the corner.

Check out and check off the Hurricane Safety Checklist below to confirm you
have everything you need to safeguard your home and loved ones this

hurricane season.

Property Protection
Being prepared last year does not mean you still are today. Basic upkeep and
upgrades to your home can play a major part in how safe it is for you and your

family.

Checklist:

Installed and fully functional storm shutters/impact-resistant windows and
doors

Secured or tied down loose items and tools around your home when a
hurricane is approaching

Trimmed tree branches and shrubbery

Essential Supplies
Storm survival supplies are easy to find long in advance, but tend to sell out
quickly in the event of an emergency. Make sure you can weather any storm by

stocking up on important items now, including the ones below.

Checklist:

Non-perishable and/or canned foods (at least a week’s worth)
Manual can opener

Gas stove or range (with gas tank)
Gallons of drinkable water (one gallon per person, per day)

Charged batteries
Wireless light sources (flashlights, battery-powered lanterns or candles)

Matches and/or lighters
Charged cellphone (kept off until needed)

Evacuation Kit
Having a packed suitcase with crucial on-the-go items can be a lifesaver in a

rushed or unexpected evacuation. If you already have one, be sure to restock
your existing kit for you and anyone in your care.

Checklist:
Personal hygiene items (soap, toilet paper, toothbrush/toothpaste,

feminine hygiene items, etc.)
Change of clothes, towels, and linens

Gasoline
First aid kit

Photocopies of IDs and important information
Car repair tools (tire kits, pumps, flares)

Whistle
Cash and important valuables

In the event of an upcoming storm, the Town of Lake Park will issue hurricane
information via CodeRed. You will receive these calls from the phone number

866-419-5000. If you are unsure if you are registered to receive CodeRed calls
from the Town of Lake Park, please email

publicinformation@lakeparkflorida.gov with your phone number to ensure
you are contacted. The Town also encourages everyone to register with

AlertPBC to receive information about hurricanes and other emergencies. To
register, please visit

https://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/pages/alert-pbc.aspx. We
wish everyone a safe hurricane season.
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