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The need for safety is something we all experience. Safety brings us peace of mind
and a sense of security, but maintaining safety on a larger scale is sometimes
necessary to save lives.
 
As many of you have probably heard, last month there was a bomb scare in Lake
Park. We were very lucky that it turned out to be a false alarm resulting from a
language barrier, but it’s important to recognize how incredibly fortunate we are that,
as soon as PBSO realized there was a potential for danger, they swiftly oversaw the
evacuation of Lake Park Town Hall and the Lake Park Public Library, as well as
every home and business located within a 500-foot radius of the site of the potential
threat (the Town Hall parking lot). This process was handled quickly, efficiently, and
professionally without creating a sense of fear or inciting panic among those who
were required to temporarily relocate. While I appreciate the selfless service Captain
Gendreau and his entire team at PBSO District 10 provide every day, situations like
this one highlight the invaluable bravery of these individuals in times of crisis. Their
heroic dedication to the safety of everyone who lives and works in Lake Park is
exemplary. We are grateful for their service.
 
Another important form of safety – which cannot be provided by the members of
PBSO – is hurricane safety. We all know that hurricane season here in Florida runs
from June 1 through November 30, but the peak of the season is generally mid-
August through mid-October. It can’t be said often enough that you can never be too
prepared for a hurricane, a fact that is exceptionally important with this year’s
hurricane season expected to be particularly active. If you missed the first 2024
Florida Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday the first two weeks of June, you’re
still in luck – a second tax holiday will run from August 24 through September 6. For
a list of the disaster-related items that are exempt from sales tax during this period,
please click here. For more hurricane season safety tips to help keep you and your
home safe, please see below in this newsletter.
 
Wishing you a safe and healthy month, and for those who have children, a good
start to the school year. 
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The Commission and Staff of the Town of Lake Park would like to congratulate Adam
Poszonyi on his promotion to Sergeant. Sergeant Poszonyi has been with District 10
in Lake Park since the beginning of his career in the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s
Office in June of 2014, and has remained here since. Unfortunately for all of us, as is
the practice at PBSO, Sergeant Poszonyi will be transferred to another location later
this month. We are all incredibly proud of everything Sergeant Poszonyi has
accomplished during his 10 years in Lake Park and grateful for his service,
dedication, knowledge, and professionalism. His presence will be missed.

 

The Town of Lake Park and the Lake Park CRA thank everyone who sent in
nominations to help name our new pocket park. Thanks to the amazing residents of
Lake Park, nearly 70 suggestions were submitted, comprising a wide range of
themes. Ultimately, the CRA Board chose to combine two of the themes, Centennial
(because the park was largely constructed during the Town’s Centennial) and
Historic (to honor those who have touched the Town), and selected the name
Centennial Memorial Park. A formal naming and ribbon-cutting ceremony will take
place later this year, at a date that has not yet been determined. Please check
upcoming issues of the newsletter, as well as the calendar on the Town’s website, for
the date and time so you can plan to be part of this exciting event. 

 

The Town of Lake Park's Grant Writer/Chief Public Information Officer, Merrell
Angstreich, was invited to speak at the July Palm Beach County League of Cities
meeting to share how she has achieved such outstanding grant success for Lake
Park and to offer advice to elected officials and staff members from across the
county in order to help them create successful grant applications.

 

No matter how long you’ve been here, or how many hurricanes you have lived
through, one can never be too safe during the hurricane season. The forecast
for 2024 shows a highly active season with the potential for several named
storms and hurricanes. There is no need to worry, but there is always a need to
remain prepared. Given that we'll soon enter the peak of hurricane season,
September, it's important to evaluate your readiness. Check out and check off
the Hurricane Safety Checklist below to confirm you have everything you need
to safeguard your home and loved ones this hurricane season.

Property Protection
Being prepared last year does not mean you still are today. Basic upkeep and
upgrades to your home can play a major part in how safe it is for you and your
family.

Checklist:
Installed and fully functional storm shutters/impact-resistant windows and
doors
Secured or tied down loose items and tools around your home when a
hurricane is approaching
Trimmed tree branches and shrubbery

Essential Supplies
Storm survival supplies are easy to find long in advance, but tend to sell out
quickly in the event of an emergency. Make sure you can weather any storm by
stocking up on important items now, including the ones below.

Checklist:
Non-perishable and/or canned foods (at least a week’s worth)
Manual can opener
Gas stove or range (with gas tank)
Gallons of drinkable water (one gallon per person, per day)
Charged batteries
Wireless light sources (flashlights, battery-powered lanterns or candles)
Matches and/or lighters
Charged cellphone (kept off until needed)

Evacuation Kit
Having a packed suitcase with crucial on-the-go items can be a lifesaver in a
rushed or unexpected evacuation. If you already have one, be sure to restock
your existing kit for you and anyone in your care.

Checklist:
Personal hygiene items (soap, toilet paper, toothbrush/toothpaste,
feminine hygiene items, etc.)
Change of clothes, towels, and linens
Gasoline
First aid kit
Photocopies of IDs and important information
Car repair tools (tire kits, pumps, flares)
Whistle
Cash and important valuables

In the event of an upcoming storm, the Town of Lake Park will issue hurricane
information via CodeRed. You will receive these calls from the phone number
866-419-5000. If you are unsure if you are registered to receive CodeRed calls
from the Town of Lake Park, please email your telephone number to
publicinformation@lakeparkflorida.gov to ensure you are contacted. The
Town also encourages everyone to register with AlertPBC to receive
information about hurricanes and other emergencies. To register, please visit
https://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/pages/alert-pbc.aspx.
We wish everyone a safe hurricane season.
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