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November is here, which means our Centennial Celebration is coming to an end. This
month marks the actual 100-year anniversary of our Town, and we are recognizing the

milestone with two very special events, but before I discuss those, I would like to take a
moment to reflect upon the magnificent Centennial Celebration Gala that was held on

October 14. The Mirror Ballroom in Town Hall was transformed into the epitome of
elegance by the Town’s Special Events Director, Riunite Franks, and I had the privilege of

sharing the evening with Centennial Celebration sponsors, fellow members of the Town
Commission, Town Staff members, residents, and, of course, the Centennial Celebration

Committee. 

Coming up on Thursday, November 16, (the exact date Kelsey City was incorporated in

1923) from 4:00 to 6:00 we will be unearthing and displaying the contents of the Lake Park
time capsule that was buried by our clock tower in 1998 to mark Lake Park’s 75th

anniversary. We will also have on hand the items that will be buried in the centennial time
capsule, which future generations (including my own children) will get to see. 

On Saturday, November 18, we will have our final event, the Centennial Celebration
Festival in Kelsey Park. Running from 3:00 until 9:00, the festival will have something for

everyone, including live performances, a kids zone, games, and art, craft food and
beverage vendors. As part of this celebration, we are bringing a fireworks sh ow back to

Lake Park for the first time in many years. I don’t know about you, but I’m definitely excited
to see this!

After all of these events, there will still be one more to celebrate this month…
Thanksgiving. I have so much to be thankful for this year, and I hope you do, too. From my

family to yours, I wish you a Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving!
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As always, the Town of Lake Park was excited to participate this year in Jumpstart’s Read
for the Record, the world’s largest shared reading experience to celebrate children’s early

language and social-emotional development. 

The 2023 Read for the Record book was With Lots of Love, a story about a girl who

moves from her home in Central America to the United States, and everything she leaves
behind and misses, especially her Abuela. This book touches on the themes of family

relationships, food, celebrations, and connecting with loved ones, even when they are far
away. The Lake Park Public Library offered the book in English and Spanish as a way to

help bridge language barriers, and, for the first time, held scheduled readings in English,
Spanish and Haitian Creole.

The Town of Lake Park’s leadership supports early literacy and family literacy, and
understands that developing a joy of reading helps create a foundation for success in life

and promotes equity in society. This is reflected in where the Lake Park Public Library held
its readings: there was a focus on reading at local preschools and Lake Park Elementary

School, and we partnered with Bridges of Lake Park to read to that organization’s
participants. There was a special visit from Town Commissioners who read to families at

the Lake Park Public Library, and a special reading by staff for families that attended the
Town’s annual Fall Fest. To help make the story available to all, Lake Park Public Library

staff created a Storywalk in Kelsey Park, one of the largest and most popular parks in the
Town. As a result of these incredible efforts by a total of 58 readers, 1,057 individuals had

the opportunity to hear this wonderful story, which is about 200 more than last year!

 

 

Vice Mayor Kim Glas-Castro received her FRA Redevelopment Designation (FRA-RA)
from the Florida Redevelopment Association for successfully completing the course

requirements of the Redevelopment Academy. The Academy is an educational program
designed to promote a prerequisite level of knowledge and professionalism in the field of

community redevelopment. The achievement was recognized this week at the Florida
Redevelopment Association’s annual conference. Congratulations to Vice Mayor Glas-

Castro on another impressive achievement!
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