
As someone who grew up in Lake Park, I have seen firsthand the many
changes we have experienced, including the level of safety in the Town. There
was a period of time when criminal activity in Lake Park was high, and we were
not considered a safe place to live or visit. I’m pleased and proud to be able to
say that is now far from the case.
 
Crime in Lake Park has decreased over the past several years. There is
nowhere – nowhere – that you will find that has absolutely no crime. It’s an
unfortunate fact of life. What is also a fact, and a very positive one, is that Lake
Park has taken significant, important steps to deter and fight crime. These
include the use of technology including ShotSpotter, security cameras and
license plate readers (LPRs), as well as PBSO patrols and community
involvement.
 
Under the leadership of Captain Tom Gendreau, overall crime in the Town of
Lake Park continues to decrease. Last year alone, robberies decreased 13%
from the year before, sexual assaults decreased 25% from the previous year,
and there were no homicides at all in Lake Park in 2022. At the same time,
arrests increased by 30%, which means the team at PBSO District 10 is
continuing to excel at apprehending those who do commit crimes in our Town. It
isn’t just the rate of violent crimes that has improved – traffic stops decreased
by 35% in 2022, which means that drivers have learned to be more cautious
while traveling our roads, which helps pedestrians and other motorists stay
safer.
 
I know I speak for everyone when I say we are grateful to PBSO and all they do
to keep us safe.

MAYOR

The start of the 2023 school year is right around the corner! Whether your child
is entering a new grade or starting at a new school, proper preparation is key to
ensuring a smooth transition. Here are some essential tips to help you and your
child get ready for a successful back-to-school season.

Organize And Plan Ahead
Start by creating a back-to-school checklist. These can usually be found on the
School District of Palm Beach County’s website or they can be obtained from
your child’s teacher. Take inventory of school supplies and uniforms, if
applicable. Check if any supplies or clothing items need to be replenished or
replaced. Plan out a weekly schedule that includes study time, extracurricular
activities, and family commitments. Having a structured routine will help your
child adjust to the school routine more easily. Additionally, don’t let shopping for
school supplies break the bank. You still have time to take advantage of
the Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday. Certain school supplies, clothing, and
electronics can be purchased without sales tax through August 6, saving you
money on your back-to-school shopping.

Establish A Healthy Routine
A good night's sleep, a nutritious breakfast, and an energizing lunch are vital for
your child's overall well-being and academic performance. Gradually transition
from summer sleep patterns to school routines by setting earlier bedtimes,
waking times, and reduced device screen time. Encourage healthy eating
habits by providing balanced meals and snacks. Remember, a well-rested and
nourished child is better equipped to concentrate and engage in learning
activities.

Emotional Preparation
Starting a new school year can bring about a mix of emotions, including
excitement, nervousness, and even sadness. Talk to your child about their
feelings and address any concerns they may have. Think of creative ways to
empower your child throughout the day, such as a small handwritten note in
their lunchbox or a keepsake item with a story behind it. Remind your child of
their past accomplishments and reassure them that they have what it takes to
succeed in the upcoming year. Celebrate small accomplishments through the
first few weeks.
 
The Town of Lake Park wishes you and your family a fantastic 2023-2024
school year!

Many of us have heard about National Night Out, commonly referred to as
NNO, but what is it? National Night Out, a national community-building
campaign designed to promote police-community partnerships, was first
introduced in 1984 by the National Association of Town Watch (NATW). Since
then, it has grown into a widespread tradition held on the first Tuesday of
August each year, encouraging neighbors to gather and celebrate unity while
sending a clear message to criminals that neighborhoods are organized,
vigilant, and ready to tackle crime collectively. Although NNO events are not
held locally, the day serves as a reminder of what we can do, and what we
already do, with and for the members of the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office
(PBSO) District 10 who are dedicated to the safety of Lake Park.
 
While National Night Out provides an opportunity for communities to become
more aware of crime prevention strategies, emphasizing the importance of
working together to create safer neighborhoods, PBSO proactively provides this
information regularly through a Community Watch meeting held on the second
Wednesday of every other month. This meeting, which takes place at 6:00 PM
in the Town Hall Commission Chambers, is open to all interested members of
the public. The next meeting is scheduled for August 9.
 
One of the focuses of National Night Out is to strengthen police-community
relations by fostering trust and mutual respect between law enforcement
officers and the public they serve by allowing residents to interact with officers
on a personal level, breaking down barriers and misconceptions. Thanks to the
fact that Lake Park encompasses only 2.4 square miles (with the PBSO District

10 office centrally located on 6th Street between Park Avenue and Greenbriar
Drive) Lake Park residents and business owners have the opportunity to see
and speak with PBSO deputies regularly and develop positive, mutually
respectful relationships.
 
The Town of Lake Park would like to take this opportunity on the first Tuesday
of August to extend its heartfelt appreciation to Palm Beach County Sheriff’s
Office District 10 for their outstanding commitment to public safety and
community engagement, and recommend that our residents and business
owners thank our PBSO team today, or whenever possible, for all they do.
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