
One of the best things about being able to share my thoughts with you each
month is that it gives me the opportunity spread good news, which, if you know
me, you know that’s something I love to do. Later in this newsletter you will
read about Lake Park’s Stormwater Maintenance Division, including the fact
that the amazing team just received a Program Excellence Award from the
Florida Stormwater Association. I’m also excited to let you know that Pelican
Café – a Lake Park landmark for 15 years – was just named “Member of the
Year” by the Women’s Chamber of Commerce of Palm Beach County. I
know that Lake Park’s staff and businesses really are the best of the best; it’s
nice to see that others recognize it, too.
 
Our Back 2 School Extravaganza will take place on Saturday, July 29, from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. I know it’s a little earlier than usual this year, but it’s
never too early to start getting ready to go back to school (don’t tell your kids I
said that). Stop by Town Hall for free backpacks, school supplies and other

resources for students from kindergarten through 12th grade, but please

remember that you must bring your student(s) with you.
 
For those who don’t already know, our pickleball courts and tennis courts are
open and ready for your enjoyment! There are four pickleball courts in Kelsey
Park and four tennis courts in Lake Shore Park. Both parks are open from 6:30
AM to 10:00 PM.
 
Being elected Mayor is one of the greatest honors of my life. I’m honored to
serve the community I call home, and am dedicated to doing the best job I
possibly can, but there is no way for me to know on my own everything that
needs to be done. That’s where you come in. Is there something you would like
to see me do in my role as Mayor? If so, please email me
at rmichaud@lakeparkflorida.gov. While I can’t promise to answer everyone
individually, I do promise to consider each suggestion.
 
Have a great month!

MAYOR

Did you know that the Town of Lake Park’s Stormwater Maintenance Division
operates and maintains more than 10 miles of underground storm sewer pipes
that are connected to a total of 559 drainage structures? The division protects
public and private property from flood damage, while also significantly reducing
harmful elements from the stormwater runoff entering the Intracoastal
Waterway, through regular operation of street sweeper and vacuum equipment,
as well as structural rehabilitation.
 
In order to effectively address existing drainage issues and to help prevent the
development of new ones, Stormwater Maintenance staff uses robotic
technology – the RovverX – to provide high-definition imaging and video of
underground structures and pipes to help diagnose issues that could hinder
effective water flow. These images and videos are also utilized to identify
structural deficiencies, determine service-life expectancy of structural
components, and verify the effectiveness of vacuum truck cleaning efforts.
Although the Town only added this robotic technology to its operations recently,
the positive impacts of this small, powerful tool are already being felt not only
through the enhanced imaging, but by providing the Town with immediate
response capabilities and lowering the costs the Town spends on stormwater
contracting.
 
The department’s successful operation was recognized recently when the Town
of Lake Park was honored by the Florida Stormwater Association (FSA) with
the 2023 Stormwater Program Excellence Award. The Excellence Awards are
given annually to public sector member organizations that have demonstrated a
high level of distinction in stormwater programs, projects, and public education
efforts. Awardees must exhibit sustained demonstration of excellence in public
sector stormwater, and further considerations include ongoing and frequent
development and implementation of innovative projects, a stable and talented
staff, adequate funding, and noteworthy responsiveness to water quality
improvement challenges.

The Town of Lake Park welcomes furbabies. After all, dogs (and cats) play a
pivotal role in the families of our residents and visitors. To ensure a harmonious
and respectful environment for all, there are certain ordinances dog owners
should be aware of. Here is a simplified guide of what you should know:
 
Dogs at the Marina: Dogs are welcomed at the Lake Park Harbor Marina, but
must be leashed at all times. You are required to clean up after your dog and
properly pick up and dispose of any waste (including feces). Those who do not
adhere to these rules may be subject to expulsion from the marina. Repeat
offenders may be subject to a permanent ban.
 
Nuisances Created by Dogs: It is important that you are mindful of how loud
your dog may be. When you are used to a noise, it may not seem as loud to
you as it may to your neighbors. You are prohibited to have a dog that causes a
noise disturbance, such as habitual howling, barking, whining, or other noise-
making. It is also unlawful if the noise is a result of you taunting, beating or
coercing your dog, or by depriving your dog of necessary food, water or shelter.
 
Dogs Running at Large: Dogs are strictly prohibited from roaming freely on
public or private property within the Town of Lake Park unless accompanied by
an attendant who holds them on a leash not exceeding 10 feet in length. The
owner, caretaker, or anyone having possession, custody, or control of the dog
will be held liable for any violation.
 
Dogs Damaging Property of Another: Dogs are not allowed to enter and
damage another person's property, including privately owned and publicly
accessible areas. This includes urinating or defecating on any property other
than the owner's or those who have given consent. The owner, caretaker, or
anyone with control of the dog will be held responsible for any damage caused.
(Consent from the property owner can serve as a defense against the
violation.)
 
Penalties and Enforcement: Refusing to sign and accept a citation issued by
an officer is a misdemeanor offense. Proof of a violation and the identification of
the dog or other animal involved will be considered clear evidence of the
violation. The Town may enforce compliance through the Code Compliance
division or seek legal means, such as injunctions, to ensure adherence to these
ordinances.
 
By understanding and adhering to these ordinances, residents and visitors can
help maintain a peaceful and respectful community environment for all.
Remember to be responsible pet owners and follow these regulations to ensure
the well-being of our beautiful Town and its residents and visitors.
 
For more information and to review these ordinances in their entirety:
 
Sec. 76-83. - Dogs at the marina.
Sec. 11-9. - Nuisances created by animals prohibited.
Sec. 11-14. - Dogs running at large prohibited.
Sec. 11-16. - Dogs damaging property of another prohibited.
Sec. 11-20. - Penalties; prima facie evidence of violations.
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