
I know I’ve mentioned before that it was an honor to become Mayor during
Lake Park’s Centennial, but as I attend the Centennial Celebration events, it
becomes even more exciting. If you haven’t been to any of the Centennial
Celebration events, I encourage you to check out at least one. Still to come this
year are the Ribbon-Cutting for the Centennial Celebration Photography Exhibit
at the Lake Park Public Library on June 3, the Centennial Chili Cook-Off on July
29, the Centennial Art and Music Festival on September 23, the Centennial
Celebration Gala on October 14, the Centennial Celebration Time Capsule
Ceremony on November 16, and our final event, the Centennial Celebration
Festival on November 18. Definitely something for everyone. I will be at each of
these events (not just because I’m Mayor, but because they’re really great
events!), and will do my best to say hello to everyone, but I encourage you to
come up and speak to me if you see me (even if it isn’t at a Centennial
Celebration event). I look forward to getting to know as many Lake Park
residents as I can, so let’s celebrate together. 
  
While we’re busy looking back at Lake Park’s incredible 100-year-history, it is
also important to look ahead at our future. Lake Park is a business-friendly
community, and it shows. There is so much growth and development going on
it’s easy to forget that Lake Park only covers 2.4 square miles. We all know
about Nautilus 220, and you’ve probably seen the construction for the Lake
Park Innovation Center, Silver Beach Industrial and the Dalfen warehouse,
among others, but Lake Park will soon be home to some smaller – and
delicious – businesses, too. Brooklyn Cupcakes is bringing us cupcakes and so
much more, while thanks to Surry Co. Smoke House we’ll have the irresistible
smell of barbecue in the air any day now. The Wildflower by La Bougie Jibara,
which opened recently, offers a healthier, but just as tasty, alternative with its
vegan bites. Plus, there are more on the way. Just like with our events, Lake
Park itself has something for everyone. 
  
Now that the crazy rain we had last month is over, and we’ve got some
beautiful weather ahead, I’ll be out and about pretty often, whether it’s taking
part in a Centennial Celebration event or visiting these new restaurants (and
the amazing ones that have been here for years), and I hope I get to see you
soon. 

MAYOR

No matter how long you’ve been here, or how many hurricanes you have lived
through, one can never be too safe during the hurricane season. The forecast
for 2023 shows an active yet average season with the potential for several
named storms and hurricanes. There is no need to worry, but there is always a
need to prepare. And it is never too soon! Although the height of hurricane
season is in September, hurricane season begins June 1, which is right around
the corner. Check out and check off the Hurricane Safety Checklist below to
confirm you have everything you need to safeguard your home and loved ones
this hurricane season. 

Property Protection 
Being prepared last year does not mean you still are today. Basic upkeep and
upgrades to your home can play a major part in how safe it is for you and your
family. 
Checklist:

Installed and fully functional storm shutters/impact-resistant windows and
doors
Secured or tied down loose items and tools around your home when a
hurricane is approaching
Trimmed tree branches and shrubbery

Essential Supplies 
Storm survival supplies are easy to find long in advance, but tend to sell out
quickly in the event of an emergency. Make sure you can weather any storm by
stocking up on important items now, including the ones below. 
Checklist:

Non-perishable and/or canned foods (at least a week’s worth)
Manual can opener
Gas stove or range (with gas tank)
Gallons of drinkable water (one gallon per person, per day)
Charged batteries
Wireless light sources (flashlights, battery-powered lanterns or candles)
Matches and/or lighters
Charged cellphone (kept off until needed)

Evacuation Kit  
Having a packed suitcase with crucial on-the-go items can be a lifesaver in a
rushed or unexpected evacuation. If you already have one, be sure to restock
your existing kit for you and anyone in your care. 
Checklist:

Personal hygiene items (soap, toilet paper, toothbrush/toothpaste,
feminine hygiene items, etc.)
Change of clothes, towels, and linens
Gasoline
First aid kit
Photocopies of IDs and important information
Car repair tools (tire kits, pumps, flares)
Whistle
Cash and important valuables

In the event of an upcoming storm, the Town of Lake Park will issue hurricane
information via CodeRed. You will receive these calls from the phone number
866-419-5000. If you are unsure if you are registered to receive CodeRed calls
from the Town of Lake Park, please email
publicinformation@lakeparkflorida.gov with your phone number to ensure you
are contacted. The Town also encourages everyone to register with AlertPBC to
receive information about hurricanes and other emergencies. To register,
please visit https://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/pages/alert-pbc.aspx. 
We wish everyone a safe hurricane season.

The Lake Park Public Library is a mainstay in the Town, dedicated to serving
the community for more than 60 years. It has evolved from lending books and
magazines to offering patrons the opportunity to access laptops to use on site
or borrow hotspots to take home, as well as offering educational programming
for all ages, access to social services providers, and more. The best way for the
library to continue to meet the community’s needs is through its advisory board,
which is made up of residents who share the ideas and preferences of their
fellow community members. It is made up of five members and two alternate
members, all of whom serve two-year terms and meet on an as-needed basis,
with meetings held at 6:30 PM. Currently, there are openings for four regular
and two alternate members. 
  
If the Library Board isn’t your thing, the Planning & Zoning Board and the Tree
Board each have openings for one regular and two alternate members. The
Planning & Zoning Board meets the first Monday of each month at 6:30 PM and
the Tree Board meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00. 
  
For more information, or to complete an application for any of the available
openings, please click HERE.
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